Source: http://www.torontopoliceboard.on.ca/minutes/2004/040122pmm.pdf

The following draft Minutes of the meeting of the Toronto Police Services Board held
on January 22, 2004 are subject to adoption at its next regularly scheduled meeting.
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MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING of the Toronto Police Services Board held on
JANUARY 22, 2004 at 1:30 PM in the Auditorium, 40 College Street, Toronto, Ontario.
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THIS IS AN EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING OF THE
TORONTO POLICE SERVICES BOARD HELD ON JANUARY 22, 2004

#P8. USE OF ILLEGALLY IMPORTED FIREARMS IN TORONTO AND
RECOMMENDATION TO PROHIBIT PLEA-BARGAINING OF SOME FIREARM-
RELATED CRIMES

- the following report JANUARY 22, 2004 from Julian
Fantino 5 "ol

Subject: USE OF ILLEGALLY IMPORTED FIREARMS IN TORONTO AND
COOPERATIVE INITIATIVES THAT MAY BE UNDERTAKEN TO ADDRESS THIS ISSUE.



Recommendation:
< 1

Background:
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The Board approved the foregoing.

Appendix A
Illegal Importation of Firearms
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" . in the period of January 01st to September 9th, 2003 a
total of 1468 firearms " 0 @

2 I 183 have
been determined to meet the definition of a crime gun.

It is this number, one hundred and eighty-three (183) crime guns, that presents the only
opportunity for analysis to determine how many smuggled firearms are actually used in Toronto
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assuming that all 44 submitted guns are successfully traced to a United
States or|g|n only 249% of traceable known crime guns, as previously defined, have been
smuggled into Canadal!
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Initiatives To Address Firearms Smugqagling

Firearms Tracing and Enforcement Program
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Collateral Investigations Program
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Canada/United States Cross Border Crime Forum
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Domestic Crime Guns
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- Firearms acquired through thefts, reported missing following robberies, lost by owners and
break & enters
- Diversion (from manufacturers)
- De-registration (deactivation)

Missing/Stolen Firearms
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Diversion from Manufacturers
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De-registration (Deactivation)
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CONCLUSION

e -smuggled firearms from the United States and
e -firearms lawfully in Canada but illegally diverted for use as crime

guns.
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Internet Analysis of the Above Data,

NOT Part of the Above Minutes

An Analysis of the Data Contained in the
Toronto Police Services Board Minutes
January 22, 2004

[Text of the Relevant Extract from the Minutes]

Toronto Police Service records show that in the period of January 01st to September 9th,|

2003 a total of 1468 firearms have been submitted to the Property Evidence
Management Unit for a variety of reasons, including evidence, held for investigation,
safekeeping and destruction. Of these, 183 have been determined to meet the definition of
acrime gun.

183/1468 x 100 = 12%

12% of all guns in the Toronto Police Services inventory are classified as "'crime guns''.
That's not what I would call a lot.

It is this number, one hundred and eighty-three (183) crime guns, that presents the only
opportunity for analysis to determine how many smuggled firearms are actually used in
Toronto crime. The Gang and Gun Task Force have determined that one hundred and
thirty-nine (139) of these crime guns fall into the following categories:

183 guns is a phenomenally small sample upon which to base a ""universal™ or even a
"definitive’ conclusion...



long barrelled firearms 26
firearms registered in Canada 11
reported as stolen 5
firearms were never issued a serial number by manufacturer 4
were too old to be traced for ownership 16
had their serial numbers obliterated 32
are still under investigation 45
Subtotal 139
submitted for tracing to the United States 44
Total 183

Of the 139 crime guns studied only FIVE were on Police Files as having been reported
STOLEN (presumably from their Canadian owners):

All stolen or missing firearms in Canada are required by law to be reported to the
police. The police are required to report this information to the Canadian Police
Information System (CPIC).

These categories are woefully inadequate descriptions. They are confusing, and even seem to
be contradictory! The totals given would indicate that each of the guns numbered in each of
the categories is a *'discrete’ gun, ie: there is no duplication of guns across the categories.
But, if all guns are required to be reported if stolen, that means that the 11 guns listed simply
as ""registered in Canada' must not have been reported stolen, since there is a separate
category for those. And are we to assume that the 5 guns reported as stolen were in fact
properly registered in Canada?

Does this also mean that we are to assume that other than the 26 "*long barrelled firearms",
all the rest are handguns? You notice that they never really come right out and say one way
or the other...

Several of the other categories are troubling, too. How can a gun be ""too old™* to trace?
Handguns have been required to be registered since 1934; there have been several instances
since then where gun owners have been required by law to "re-register™ all their
registerable firearms. Even if the gun wasn't given a serial number by the manufacturer,
the Canada Firearms Center is still supposed to be able to *"uniquely identify* each and
every gun in its inventory, through the issuance of ""Firearms Identification Number"* stick-
on labels.



The remaining forty-four (44) of the one hundred and eighty-three (183) crime guns
have been submitted for tracing to the United States Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and
Firearms and Explosives (BATFE). To date 30 of the 44 submitted guns have been
traced to a United States based first retail purchaser. Therefore, assuming that all 44
submitted guns are successfully traced to a United States origin, only 24% of traceable
known crime guns, as previously defined, have been smuggled into Canada. The origin
of all other firearms that have been used in reported criminal acts but have eluded
recovery is subject to conjecture.

Note the shift in nomenclature: TRACEABLE KNOWN CRIME GUNS! Talk about ""cherry
picking™ your statistics! Since they can't trace some 52 of these guns, and another 45 are still
"under investigation", they don't really know how many guns are actually smuggled! They
even include the 26 "long barrelled guns' in their calculation, which they admit they don’t
submit for tracing! Vis:

Investigative experience of the Gun and Gang Task Force and the Firearms
Enforcement Unit has established that long barrelled firearms are primarily of
Canadian origin. Long barreled weapons are historically stolen from private citizens
and converted for use in criminal acts. For this reason, long barrelled crime guns
are not automatically submitted for tracing.

In fact, they didn't even bother to submit any of these other guns to the US authorities for
them zo trace!

The most telling sentence in the entire report, however, might just be this :

The origin of all other firearms that have been used in reported criminal acts but
have eluded recovery is subject to conjecture.

Now there's a news flash for you!

Then there is this little tid-bit:

Firearms with obliterated serial numbers have been historically believed to be of United
States origin. A recent Provincial Weapons Enforcement Unit (PWEU) investigation has
shed light on this historical assumption and it is now believed that these types of
firearms may also be of Canadian origin. Local investigations suggest that many of the
32 crime guns with obliterated serial numbers are of Canadian origin. Investigations
have identified that criminals are well aware of the absence of legislation requiring the
registering of firearms in the United States. Armed with this knowledge they have
developed a sense of confidence that the firearm will not be successfully traced back to
them so there is less concern over removing the serial number.




First off, guns must be registered by the manufacturer, for production and inventory, if not
legislative, reasons. Secondly, the manufacturers record which Federal Firearms Licensed
gun dealers they sell their stock to. Such dealers must keep meticulous and detailed records.
No doubt this also includes a ""bill of sale’ which most likely indicates who bought the guns
from them.

And failing all that, if guns can't be traced in the United States because of the ""absence of
legislation requiring the registering of firearms™, just how did they trace the "*30 of the 44
submitted guns' to a ""United States based first retail purchaser™, referenced above? | am
assuming that a "*first retail purchaser' excludes FFL gun shops and other dealers...

You can't suck and blow at the same time, boys!

Efforts are currently underway to determine the origin of some 26 firearms seized in
relation to a recent investigation. It is suspected that the majority of these firearms
will be traced to a Canadian source.

In short, they're just guessing.

So, what does all this really mean? It means that out of all the guns they consider to be
"crime guns', only a grand total of FIVE handguns were stolen from (presumably) law
abiding Canadian gun owners or collectors. That's a whopping 3.6%! [(5/ (139 - 26)) x 100]

Some other stuff from this report:

Missing/Stolen Firearms

All stolen or missing firearms in Canada are required by law to be reported to the
police. The police are required to report this information to the Canadian Police
Information System (CPIC). Many of these firearms end up in the hands of the
street criminal to commit crimes, provide protection, demonstrate status and
intimidate or inflict violence on their peers, law enforcement, the community and
innocent victims. According to the RCMP Annual Firearms Report to the Solicitor
General of Canada, since 1978 over 97,000 firearms have been recorded on CPIC as
stolen or missing , a large portion remain unrecovered, with more than 50%o of this
total being restricted firearms such as handguns. While annual reported incidents
have slowly declined since 1997, these incidents still account for 2000 - 3000 firearms
per year potentially entering the illicit market.

More guesswork. 97,000 guns would arm every crim in the country. Since they don't
deteriorate, and they haven't been recovered, then they must still be *"in circulation™. | think
if that were the case, there would be thousands more robberies and homicides than there are
now...



And when it comes right down to it, whose fault is this? Note that the terminology used is the
same old "'fall into the wrong hands'* crapola. | think we should blame the cops for not
rounding up all these criminals and confiscating their guns, and for not keeping us law
abiding gun owners safe from having our houses broken into and our property stolen!

De-registration (Deactivation)

This investigation identified a group of persons that were involved in the illegal
possession and trafficking of firearms, restricted/prohibited handguns, ammunition
and the unauthorized importation of parts exclusively for use in the manufacturing
of automatic firearms.

The group were able to divert lawfully owned and registered firearms into the illegal
crime gun market by exploiting the de-registration process of the Canadian
Firearms Registration System.

Once the firearm has been de-registered, the group would remove the serial number
of the firearm and sell it as a crime gun. It is estimated that over 450 firearms
reached the street via this process. There is currently no government agency that
verifies the deactivation of firearms.

If the whole point of the Firearms Registration System was to help police ""trace guns®,
wouldn't it make sense to keep records of 'deactivated™ firearms, too? It's not like it would
take up a lot of space, and if such guns were subsequently used in a crime, as various
different Kinds of "'replica’ type guns are, then they could determine where it came from.

There's probably a lot more nifty things to dissect in this report, but that will have to wait for
another time.

"There's no way to rule innocent men. The only power any government has is the power to crack
down on criminals. Well, when there aren't enough criminals, one makes them. One declares so
many things to be a crime that it becomes impossible to live without breaking laws."

- Ayn Rand, ""Atlas Shrugged*™*



